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Introduction

In today’s session we will look at:
• New Curriculum – Context and Structure

• English
- Syllabus structure
- Focus Areas
- Unit structure

- Mathematics
- Syllabus Structure
- Working Mathematically
- Connectionist Approach
- Unit Structure



 Term Updates



New Curriculum



NESA Syllabus Timeline



English K-2



English 3 - 6



Oral Language and Communication

• Classroom 

discussions

• Circle time

• Public speaking

• Collaborative tasks



Oral Language and Communication



Vocabulary



Vocabulary

Outcomes:
Stage 2 - builds knowledge and use of 
Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary 
through interacting, wide reading and 
writing, and by defining and analysing 
words
Stage 3 - extends Tier 2 and Tier 3 
vocabulary through interacting, wide 
reading and writing, morphological 
analysis and generating precise 
definitions for specific contexts



The Science of Reading



What is Phonics?

Phonics is the understanding that 
there is a predictable relationship 

between phonemes (the sounds of 
spoken language) and graphemes 
(the letters that represent them in 

written language). 

The ability to use phonetic skills is 
an essential component of reading 

and writing.



Decoding



Decodable Texts

• Controlled texts
• Develop in difficulty (more complex 

sounds) while having an explicit 
focus

• They are explicit, systematic and 
synthetic

• Allow students to practice targeted 
letter sounds that they are familiar 
with



Fluency

Fluency -  The reader’s ability to read texts accurately, at an 
appropriate pace and with appropriate expression.

Reading fluency can be considered using three dimensions:

1. Accuracy in word decoding: the ability of the reader to read words 
with minimal errors.

2. Automaticity: this requires readers to expend as little mental effort 
as possible in the decoding aspect of reading so they can instead focus 
on making meaning.

3. Prosody: the way in which readers use appropriate expression, 
emphasis and pause while reading.



Fluency

To assist with the development of fluency 
and expression at home:

• read often, widely and deeply (ie: narratives, 
non-fiction texts, poems, plays and 
speeches)

• repeatedly reread familiar texts to improve 
rhythm and phrasing

• model what a fluent reader sounds like by 
reading a page and then asking your child 
to reread the same page

• ask your child to record their reading and to 
listen back. How could they improve?



Comprehension

To support the development of 
comprehension:

• ask your child to predict the storyline or 
discuss what they already know about a 
topic before reading.

• investigate any unknown words and 
discuss their meaning. 

• ask your child questions throughout the 
text focusing on information that is 
stated directly in the text or that 
requires them to read between the 
lines. 

• ask your child to summarise the main 
points from the page or paragraph.

• ask students to make connections 
between books or to events in their 
lives. 



Comprehension
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Creating Written Texts
Writing is a complex task that involves coordination of many elements and 
processes (Graham et al. 2019). The outcomes in Stage 2 Creating Written 
Texts ensure students have the opportunity to practise and consolidate 
each purpose for writing. This forms foundations for Stage 3 students 
writing more complex texts that may involve multiple purposes for a wider 
audience.



Creating Written Texts

• Exemplars of the tasks at different 
levels of achievement

• Co-constructed success criteria
• Students can use them as a tool and 

reflect
• Used by teacher and student to 

identify learning goals



Spelling
To be efficient spellers, students need to combine knowledge of:
- Phonology – the units of speech sounds in words (syllables and individual 
phonemes)
- Orthographics – common letter patterns and rules
- Morphology – the meaningful word parts and how they can connect

• Students are explicitly taught 
phonemes (letter sounds) through our 
Sound Waves program

• We teach students strategies for 
selecting the most appropriate 
grapheme (letter combinations) for 
spelling new words



Handwriting and Digital Transcription



Understanding and Responding to 
Literature

Content Groups:
•Narrative
•Characterisation
•Imagery, symbol and connotation
•Genre
•Theme
•Context and perspective
•Argument and authority



English



English



Mathematics



Working Mathematically

The Working mathematically 
processes present in the 
Mathematics K–10 syllabus are:

•   Communicating 
•   Understanding and fluency 
•   Reasoning 
•   Problem solving



Communicating

Students communicate mathematically:

• by describing, representing, explaining and 
reasoning about mathematical situations, 
concepts, methods and solutions

• through a variety of representations such as 
written, oral, graphical or symbolic form, 
actions, gestures and signing.

• by reflecting on and discussing the 
strategies they used, 



Understanding and Fluency 

Students demonstrate conceptual understanding
when they:
• connect related ideas
• represent concepts in different ways
• identify commonalities and differences between aspects of 

content
• describe their thinking mathematically 
• use concepts to solve new and unfamiliar problems.

Mathematical fluency is developed when students:
• choose and use appropriate strategies
• carry out procedures flexibly, accurately and efficiently 
• recall factual knowledge and concepts to solve problems
• use known facts, and reason about relationships to find solutions.



Reasoning

• Evaluating the effectiveness of strategies
• Monitoring and analysing answers
• Justifying and proving the solutions to problems
• Making generalisations

Mathematics is a reasoning and creative 
activity. As mathematical reasoning develops, 
students appreciate that mathematics makes 
sense and can be understood.

Reasoning can be developed by:



Problem Solving 

In becoming proficient
mathematics problem-solvers, students: 

• learn how to form mental representations of problems
• apply mathematical relationships
• devise new methods for solving problems when 

needed. 

At Riverbank, we 
use the  Problem 
Solving Cross to 
develop problem 
solving strategies 
from K-6



Connectionist Approach
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Number and Algebra
• Counting quantities
• Different ways to represent 

the same number- 
quantity, symbol, language

3      three

Measurement and Space 
• Length- tallest to shortest
• Mass- heaviest to lightest
• Volume and capacity- holds the most/ least
• Area- comparing and ordering areas
• 2D spatial structure- properties of rectangles

Problem Solving and Reasoning
• Which blanket belonged to 

Father Bear? 
• How do you know?
• What strategy did you use?
• How can you check?



Lesson Structure

Daily Maths Routine
• Every lesson has a Learning Intention and
       Success Criteria that is discussed at the beginning 
       and end of every lesson

•  Problem solving strategies
•  Students participate in daily number sense warm 

up activities, eg fast multiplication, facts recall, 
place  value, number of the day etc.

•  Whole group teaching of the day’s concept
•  Individual work

• Teacher led small group instruction
• Revising the learning at the end of session



Mathematics - Tips for Home
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