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A message from Murat Dizdar, Secretary,  
NSW Department of Education 26 May 2025 

Today on National Sorry Day, we pay our respects 
and acknowledge the Stolen Generations and the 
ongoing impact of historic government policies 
that caused profound harm to Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander people – including historical 
education policies, where students were 
systematically excluded. It’s a time for reflection, 
recognition and compassion as we commit to 
healing and building a more genuine relationship 
with Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
people. 
 

This year’s theme for National Reconciliation 
Week, ‘Bridging Now to Next’, invites us to 
acknowledge past wrongs, to reconcile the past 
with the present, and walk together towards a 
more respectful and inclusive future.   
 

Reconciliation is a shared responsibility and 
evident in Our Plan for NSW Public Education. 
The actions we take in our learning spaces and 
workplaces help create culturally safe, respectful 
and thriving environments for Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander learners, staff and 
communities.  
 

At Coniston Public School, we commenced the 
week with a visit from Gumaraa. They imparted 
knowledge about bush tucker and artefacts, and 
taught us how to weave fishing lines and throw 
boomerangs. We also experienced both a 
smoking and ochre ceremony as well as some 
Aboriginal dances. Thank you, Ms Daly for 
organising this wonderful event. 
 

On Thursday, our senior Aboriginal students 
attended the Walk for Reconciliation held at 
Bellambi Public School. We look forward to 
expanding our attendance at this event in 2026. 
 

Wollongong Running Festival 
Best wishes to all our students and staff who are 
running in the Wollongong Running Festival on 
Sunday. A lot of training through our Run Club has 
led up to this event. Thank you to all the staff 
involved in our running program. 

Have a wonderful fortnight!  
Mrs Morton  

Coming Events 

Week 6 

● Sunday 1 June 9:30am: Wollongong 
Running Festival Kids 2km Fun Run 

● Tuesday 3 June 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

Week 7 

● Tuesday 10 June 9am: Public Speaking 
Finals. Parents of participants will receive 
an invitation. 

● Tuesday 10 June 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

● Saturday 14 June: P&C Bunnings BBQ 
Volunteer at  

https://signup.com/go/VBoMCyF 

Week 8 

● Monday 16 June 2:15pm: Whole school 
assembly – Year 2 (Darwinia 2) class item 

● Monday 16 June 7pm: P&C Meeting 

● Tuesday 17 June 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

● Thursday 19 June: Wollongong Network of 
School Public Speaking Finals. Parents of 
participants will receive an invitation. 

Week 9 

● Monday 23 June 9am: Stage 2 and Stage 3 
Spelling Bee final in hall. Parents of 
participants will receive an invitation. 

● Tuesday 24 June 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

Dates for your diary 

● Friday 4 July: Last day of Term 2 

● Tuesday 22 July: First day of Term 3 for 
students 

● Mon 4 – Wed 6 August. Stage 3 Berry 
camp part payments can continue to be 
made. Full payment due 27 June.  

● Monday 11 August 2:15pm: Whole school 
assembly – Year 1 (Darwinia 1) class item 

● Wednesday December 10: Year 6 Farewell 
(inc. Year 5 for dancing). Times to come. 

● Tuesday 16 December 9:30am: 
Presentation Assembly 

● Wednesday 17 December: Celebration 
Mufti Day 

What’s due? 

● Friday 4 July: Kinder 2026 enrolments 
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Attendance – Every day counts! 

Did you know that the NSW Department of Education requires parents/carers to explain their child’s 
absence with 7 days? It is at the Principal’s discretion if an absence reason is accepted. The quickest 
way to advise us is by responding to the SMS message from 0436 480 998. Absences of three or more 
days for illness should be explained with a medical certificate. 

The attendance graph below is for the period 15 - 28 May 2025. The red line is the NSW Department of 
Education’s expected 95% attendance marker.  

Congratulations, Year 6 – 96% attendance!  

 

 

Kindergarten 2026 - enrol before the end of Term 2. 

Is your child due to start school in 2026?  

To assist us with planning and to ensure our school is allocated 
the correct staffing and funding, please enrol your child before 
the end of Term 2. Our numbers are due to the Department 
early in Term 3. 

This year you can complete an online application located at 
Online Enrolment Application. 

You can collect an enrolment form from our office if you prefer. 

For more information on enrolling your child at Coniston Public School, please visit 

Coniston_PS_Enrolment_2025_update.pdf and Online enrolment for parents. 

If you know of someone who is due to start school and is not a member of our school community, please 
pass on this information. 
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Gumaraa visit for Reconciliation Week 

A quote from Archie: 

“The activities were extremely enjoyable. We learnt new information about Dharawal people and how 
they lived. My favourite activity was boomerang throwing because we got to learn the techniques and I 
could get my boomerang to return to me”. 
 

     

     

     

 

Walk for Reconciliation 

Archie, Elena and Lamesha thoroughly enjoyed representing our school at yesterday’s Walk for 
Reconciliation held at Bellambi. Joining with 40 schools and 2000 students, we walked along Cawley 
Street finishing at Bellambi Public School. Here we were treated to a welcome from Aunty Shaz, a 
smoking ceremony, a variety of performances, including dance, didgeridoo playing and singing, and a 
sausage sizzle (3000 sausages!!!). 

Our students were all very impressed with the event and strongly support its expansion in 2026. 

       

 



Time Tables Rock Competition 

During Week 3, students in Years 4 to 6 competed in the New South Wales Rocks times table 
competition. Coniston Public School placed 7th overall out of 94 schools. Competition was fierce with    
3886942 questions answered collectively by 6403 students from more than 114 schools and 488 
classes. Our best performing student, Isaac in Year 5, answered an amazing 5519 questions correctly! 
Well done to all students who engaged in the competition and made improvements in their recall and 
speed. Students have their own unique account and can continue to practise their multiplication and 
division facts at home. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Walk Safely to School Day 

On 16 June, many children, parents, carers and pets took the 
opportunity to walk to school. Despite the rainy weather, we 
had more people than usual participate.  

The primary purpose of Walk Safely to School Day is to provide 
parents/carers with the chance to talk to their child about road 
safety and ensure they know how to cross the road, where to 
stand at the traffic lights (back at least on metre) and to walk on 
the left of the footpath. With more and more pedestrians being 
struck by cars, it’s never too early to instil good habits. 

Thank you to everyone who participated! 
 



P&C News 

Fundraising update 

Bunnings BBQ and Cake Stall Saturday 14 
June – Volunteers needed 

On Saturday 14 June, we have the opportunity to 
raise further funds without drawing from our own 
community. For this day to be successful though, 
we need lots of volunteers to set up / pack down, 
cook and serve. If you can spare two hours during 
the day, we need you!! Time slots start from 
7:30am. We also need families to donate any 
baked goods for the day. Please let us know if you 
can contribute something for the day. Baked goods 
can be dropped off to the school on Friday 13 June 
or delivered straight to Kembla Grange Bunnings 
on Sat 14 June. 

It’s easy to volunteer – just register through the QR 
code or https://signup.com/go/VBoMCyF (no 
login or account creation required) or email your 
availability to conistonps.pandc@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you in advance for assisting us on the day. 
We have a great chance to make in excess of 
$2000. 

 

 

 

Future events 

Term 3: 

• Second hand children’s book fair – start collecting your good quality pre-loved children's books 

ready to donate to the P&C’s book sale. The book sale will be held on 21 – 22 August to coincide 

with the school’s Book Week parade (Thursday 21 August 10.15am). Books will be for sale on 

Thursday 21/8 from 10:55 - 11:45am (BYO Picnic Lunch time) and 2:30 – 3:30pm. Books will 

again be for sale on Friday 22/8 from 8:30 – 9:30am. We will need volunteers to set up on 

Wednesday 20/8 and to sell books at the indicated times. We hope you can assist by donating 

and/or working at the book sale. (Please note: this is an alternate to the school’s book fair that 

will be held in even years.) 

• Father’s Day Stall Thursday 4 September. Volunteers will be needed to sell up and sell. 

• Pie Drive – orders will be sent home next term for delivery on Thursday 4 September. Volunteers 

will be needed to process the orders and distribute the pies. 

• Disco Wednesday 17 September – times to come. The school staff run the disco, but the P&C 

will be involved in other ways – more information to come. 

• Meal Deal Day Friday 19 September – more information to come. 

Term 4: 

• Fun Run Friday 7 November - more information to come 

• Celebration Day Wednesday 17 December – volunteers needed to distribute the ice creams – 

more information to come 

Next P&C Meeting: Monday 16 June 2025 7pm in the school library. (This meeting will be held in Week 
8 due to the Monday public holiday in Week 7) 
 

https://signup.com/go/VBoMCyF
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ICAS 

ICAS is an online academic competition across Australia that gives students the opportunity to 
challenge their higher order thinking and problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Writing, Spelling Bee, and Digital Technologies. If you would like your child to participate, please see the 
information below and additional information sent home on School Enews. Participation is completely 
optional.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lunchbox ideas and a congratulations! 

  

 

eNews 

 

Paper notes will usually only be sent home if they 
have a permission slip that needs to be returned 
to the school.  We acknowledge that some 
families may not always be able to access our 
communications electronically or would prefer a 
paper note.  Please let our school office know if 
you would prefer paper communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Playgroup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
 

CAMP Australia 

 

Camp Australia’s Rocketeers school holiday 
program bookings are now open – and while 
it’s not hosted on-site at Coniston Public 
School, local families can still join in the fun 
at Albion Park Rail Public School 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIGTREE HEIGHTS OOSH – BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST WOLLONGONG PUBLIC SCHOOL BEFORE SCHOOL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Government Funded FREE Swimming Lessons 

 

 

We are excited to share a new, fully funded initiative at Northern Stars Swim Schools – Dapto and 
Russell Vale, made possible by the support of the NSW Government. This program is targeting school 
aged children (K-Year12) through to adults and is available to all families not currently accessing 
swimming lessons. Participants in this program will receive: 

   10 free swimming lessons with experienced instructors 

   A swimming cap and goggles to support their learning 

   The opportunity to gain vital water safety skills and confidence in the water 

Places are limited. If you would like a nomination form you can either print from here enrolment form - 
Northern Stars Swim  or contact the school office for a copy. 

 

Online Carer Education Program 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/187WPDtWgx82XONThQdrUcbAYt9FsL2CRFmLBw3qBLFY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/187WPDtWgx82XONThQdrUcbAYt9FsL2CRFmLBw3qBLFY/edit?tab=t.0


Port Kembla Youth Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food Relief 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UniActive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 
Coniston Public School 
123 Auburn Street 
Coniston NSW 2500 

P: 02 4229 1117 
E:  coniston-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
W: coniston-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ConistonPS 
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