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Celebration time! 
Congratulations to our wonderful P&C and all the volunteers for the 
huge success of the Bunnings BBQ held on Saturday 14 June at 
Bunning Kembla Grange. An incredible $4060 was raised!!! 
While there was a lot of selling and cooking going on, we also 
managed to have some laughs and learn a little more about each 
other. Thank you to our fabulous volunteers! It was also terrific to 
have our students working on the cake stall and helping out in many 
ways. Great work! 
A special thank you to the team that worked tirelessly behind the scenes to bring this event to fruition. 
Money raised goes towards our cubby house project; it’s getting closer! 

Coming events 

Week 10 Term 3 Week 1 Term 3 Week 2 

● Tuesday 1 July: 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

● Friday 4 July: P&C Meal Deal Day 
and SRC Pyjama Mufti Day 

● Friday 4 July: Student reports issued 

● Friday 4 July: Last day of Term 2 

● Monday 21 July: Teacher only day 
(professional learning) 

● Tuesday 22 July: Students first day 
of Term 3 

● Tuesday 22 July 9 – 11am: Playgroup 

● Tuesday 29 July: 9 – 11am: 
Playgroup 

● Tuesday 30 July: District Athletics 
Carnival (competitors only) 

 

For your diary What is due? What is overdue? 

● 6 - 13 July: NAIDOC Week - The next 
generation: Strength, vision and 
legacy 

● Monday 4 – Wednesday 6 August: 
Stage 3 Camp  

● Monday 4 August 7pm: P&C Meeting 
(Library) 

● Monday 11 August 2:15pm: Whole 
school assembly – Year 1 (Darwinia 
1) class item 

● Thursday 21 August 10:15am: Book 
Week Parade and BYO Picnic Lunch 
(families welcome) 

● Thursday 21 August 10:45 – 11:45am 
and 2:30 – 3:30pm, and Friday 22 
August 8:30 – 9:30am: P&C 2nd hand 
book stall for families (Library) 

● Today 27 June: Stage 3 Berry camp 
full payment  

● Today June 27: Stage 3 
Berry Camp online 
registration for medical 
and consent forms. 
Please scan QR code. 

● Wednesday 2 July: Pizza orders 

● 4 July: Kindergarten 2026 
enrolments 

 

● There are no items currently due 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 
Coniston Public School 
123 Auburn Street 
Coniston NSW 2500 

P: 02 4229 1117 
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/ConistonPS 

mailto:coniston-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://coniston-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ConistonPS


 

Attendance – Every day counts! 
Did you know that if your child arrives after the 8:55 morning bell, they are late to 
school? If this is your child, they must attend the office for a late arrival slip to pass 
to the teacher. In most cases, late arrivals are unexplained absences. Ideally, an 
adult should attend the office with their child if they are late to school. 

If your child is late, they miss the first part of learning for the day that often involves setting up the day and 
reviewing previous learning. As a result, they can be confused about what is occurring. Children who arrive 
late are also often embarrassed to enter the classroom. 

 

The attendance graph below is for the period 12 - 25 June 2025. The red line is the NSW Department of 
Education’s expected 95% attendance marker. 

Congratulations, Kindergarten – 96% attendance!  
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Events for the last day of Term 2: Friday 4 July 

Our SRC’s long awaited Pyjama Mufti Day is finally planned. On the last day of Term 2 (Friday 4 July), 
students are invited to wear their pyjamas, dressing gowns, slippers, onesies or similar to school to 
celebrate the end of a wonderful term. Thank you to the SRC and Ms Daly for organising this mufti day. 

To make the day even more exciting, the P&C are holding their Pizza Meal Day, the Positive Behaviour for 
Learning reward is a movie watching session and the Kindness Challenge reward is popcorn to eat during 
the movie. We look forward to a fun-filled day! 

  

 

 

     

School hat every day! 

Your child may have told you that we are currently focusing on children wearing 
school hats while at play, and during physical education and sporting activities. This 
is part of the safety aspect of our school values: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be a Learner. 

Our school hat is approved by the Cancer Council and available for purchase at the 
office or Lowes Figtree. To help your child locate their hat if it goes missing, please 
ensure their name is clearly visible on the inside. 

Children who do not wear a school hat (part of our uniform) are permitted to play 
quiet games in a small part of the playground. This means they miss out on games 
such as basketball, handball or soccer, and opportunities to create with the musical 
instruments, in the sandpit or in other parts of the playground. 

Our current Sun Protection Policy, based on the Cancer Council's recommendations, 
is found on our website at Coniston Public School Sun Smart Policy. 

Thank you to all the students who wear their school hat everyday!  

Premier’s Spelling Bee 

Over the past couple of weeks, students in Stage 2 and 3 have been participating in class spelling bees. On 
Monday 23 June, the top 10 finalists for each stage were able to participate in our school final of the 
Premier’s Spelling Bee in front of the whole school. All finalists performed fabulously and tried their hardest 
spelling out words of increasing difficulty. They all did a fantastic job, overcoming nerves as they had to 
spell a range of words aloud in front of a large audience. After very intense competition for both stages, 
congratulations to our top 2 spellers in each stage: 

● Stage 2 Winner: Lucinda 

● Stage 2 Runner Up: Matilda 

 

 

● Stage 3 Winner: Rahaf 

● Stage 3 Runner Up: Brody 
 
 

 
 

Lucinda and Rahaf will be representing Coniston Public School at the regional finals at the beginning of next 
term. We wish them the best of luck! Thank you, Mrs Watt for organising our Spelling Bee. 

https://coniston-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/c/coniston-p/frameworks/Coniston_Public_School_Sun_Smart_Policy_2025_-_2028.pdf


Student Reports to Parents - issued Friday 4 July (last day of Term 2) 

Next Friday, your child will bring home their Semester 1 Student Report to Parents. We hope you are as 
proud of your child’s achievements as we are. 

For students in Years 1 - 6, the Department of Education has made some changes to the way we need to 
report. Students in Years 1 - 6 now only have a comment for English and mathematics as well as a general 
comment. For the other key learning areas, we are required to provide achievement grades while effort 
grades are optional. Additionally, the achievement grade ‘sound’ has been changed to ‘expected’ with 
some of the wording for the achievement grades updated. 

The Kindergarten report has a comment for each key learning area as well as a general comment. Effort is 
indicated for English and mathematics. 

For all students, there are fewer ‘social development’ and ‘commitment to learning’ areas. These are now 
tailored to what is expected for the age of the student. Parent feedback in 2022 was used as part of this 
process.  

If your child has an individual learning plan due to disability, commenced at our school recently or, is newly 
arrived with English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D), their report may look a little different to 
the above. For other EAL/D students, the report contains specific information about the supports provided 
at school and/or your child’s progress. 

Attendance, including partial attendance is included on all reports and has been calculated as at Friday 20 
June 2025. 

Thank you to the P&C for their input into our new look school report and thank you to the Executive 
Leadership Team, especially Mr Whittaker, for putting it together. 

As always, extensive proofreading of reports has taken place but if you find an error, please let us know 
early next term so we can rectify and reprint. 

Year 2 Assembly item - Haiku poetry 

On Monday 16 June, Year 2 presented their Haiku poems at our whole school assembly. A Haiku poem has 
a three line structure. Line 1 has 5 syllables, line 2 has 7 and line 3 has 5 syllables. Please enjoy a sample of 
these poems. Great work, Year 2! 
 

Summer 
Holidays are here 

We can go to the nice beach 
Hot sand and cool sea 

by Sasha 

Spring Time 
Birds sing in the trees 

Fly in the clear and blue sky 
They sing cheerful songs 

by Farhaan 

Summer 
Holidays are here 

We can eat yummy ice cream 
We can go swimming 

by Maria 

Ocean 
Sunny seas are here 

Sea animals, cold ocean 
Dolphins scream and jump 

by Mona 

Basketballs 
Balls bounce high in hoops 

Basketball players like curry 
Dribbling is fun 

                                                       by Marshall 

 
 



Basketball Program 

Our students are loving the basketball program, funded through the Sporting Schools grant secured by Miss 
Aroney. No wonder Marshall wrote about it in his poem (see previous page)! 

Year 1 

 
Year 3 

 
Stage 3 

 
Cedar 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



K – 2 Creative Arts 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten have thoroughly enjoyed their music lessons this term! They listen 
and respond to music, often watching the ABC education program Let's Sing! 
where Andy's music class is a fantastic springboard into the lesson. They have 
explored musical concepts, such as, timbre, ostinato, beat, rhythm and 
melody. Kindergarten students have used real instruments like ukuleles, conga 
drums, voices and percussion instruments. They have also used home-made 
instruments like pool noodles for drumming practice! 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

In 1R we have been learning about and performing drama. We have been exploring movement and voice, 
role play, improvisation and collaborative drama. In this week’s session, our groups created a phrase and 
had selected cards to work through which gave them a particular way to say the phrase. For example, 
saying the phrase "It is going to rain today" and saying it as though it's the most important news you have 
ever received, or as if they were really cranky. One particular group picked the phrase "I've just done a 
backflip for the first time" and they needed to say it as though they were elderly. 

They are having a wonderful time expressing themselves through drama and are enjoying some time to be a 
bit silly and have fun with it. 

 

 

Year 2 

This term, Year 2 have been participating in Dance as part of the Creative and Performing Arts curriculum. 
Students have been exploring a range of simple line dances, as well as individual and partner-based 
movements. Through these experiences, they have been developing their awareness of the elements of 
dance, including space, dynamics, time, and relationships. Students are learning to respond to rhythm, 
follow structured movement sequences, and express ideas through body movement in both guided and 
creative ways, in alignment with Stage 1 Dance outcomes.  

  

 

 

 



Creative play in our sandpit 

Check out the ‘city’ a group of students built in a much-loved sandpit! The creations are amazing! 

 

 

Term 3 staffing 

Mrs Watt will be taking maternity leave for the remainder of the year and into 2026. Mrs Watt currently 
works Monday and Wednesday, taking classes to release teachers for individual collaboration with Mrs Risi 
and working with small groups of students who require additional support. We wish Mrs Watt and her family 
all the very best for the birth of baby number two!  

Mrs Morton will be taking leave for the first six weeks of Term 3 to visit with her daughter in Germany. Mrs 
Sarah Martin, our Assistant Principal Learning and Support who works with many schools in the 
Wollongong area, will relieve after an expression of interest process conducted by Peter Skinner, relieving 
Director Educational Leadership. Ms Kym Daly, current class teacher at Coniston was the successful 
applicant to fill Mrs Martin’s position. 

Mrs Watt will be replaced on Monday and Thursday by Mrs Hargreaves and Mr Kauffman will replace Ms 
Daly. Extensive handovers for each position will take place. 

 

 

 

 

 



P&C News 
Future events 

School holidays:  

The school holiday is the perfect time to have an autumn cleanout of your books 
for the Second hand children’s book fair. We are after good quality pre-loved 
children's books. Donations can be dropped at the office after the holidays. 

Term 3: 

● Second hand children’s book fair – keep collecting your good quality pre-loved children's books 
ready to donate to the P&C’s book sale. The book sale will be held on 21 – 22 August to coincide with 
the school’s Book Week parade (Thursday 21 August 10.15am). Books will be for sale on Thursday 
21/8 from 10:55 - 11:45am (BYO Picnic Lunch time) and 2:30 – 3:30pm. Books will again be for sale 
on Friday 22/8 from 8:30 – 9:30am. We will need volunteers to set up on Wednesday 20/8 and to sell 
books at the indicated times. We hope you can assist by donating and/or working at the book sale.  

● Father’s Day Stall Tuesday 2 September (new date). Volunteers will be needed to sell up and sell. 

● Pie Drive – orders will be sent home next term for delivery on Thursday 4 September. Volunteers will 
be needed to process the orders and distribute the pies. 

● Disco in the Library Wednesday 17 September – K-2 4:30 – 5:30pm and 
Years 3 – 6 6 – 7pm. The school staff run the disco, and the P&C will provide 
the students with a drink and snack as they leave. There is no cost for the 
disco – it’s a gift from the P&C to say thank you!    

● Meal Deal Day Friday 16 September – note issued Thurs 19 June and are 
due back to office on Wed 2 July.  

Term 4: 
● Fun Run Friday 7 November - more information to come 

● Celebration Day Wednesday 17 December – volunteers needed to distribute the ice creams – more 
information to come 

Next P&C Meeting: Monday 4 August 2025 7pm in the school library. This meeting will be attended by Mrs 
Sarah Martin, relieving Principal in Mrs Morton’s absence. 
 
More Bunnings BBQ photos 

 
Cubby House Project 
Our P&C project for 2025 is to purchase at least one cubby house for the playground with the school 
purchasing a second. We have applied for a Commonwealth Building Partnership Grant that may enable us 
to purchase more than one cubby house for the playground. We are expecting to find out the result in July. 
In addition to the grant application and our successful fundraisers, Mrs Flynn is working with the 
Department’s asset team regarding supporting infrastructure and ongoing maintenance. At present, we are 
on track to have this project completed by the end of year. Thank you to everyone involved. 



Lunchbox ideas  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playgroup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Community News 
 
 

Government Funded FREE Swimming Lessons 
 

 
We are excited to share a new, fully funded initiative 
at Northern Stars Swim Schools – Dapto and Russell Vale, 

made possible by the support of the NSW Government. This program is targeting school 
aged children (K-Year12) through to adults and is available to all families not currently accessing swimming 
lessons. Participants in this program will receive: 
✅ 10 free swimming lessons with experienced instructors 
✅ A swimming cap and goggles to support their learning 
✅ The opportunity to gain vital water safety skills and confidence in the water 
Places are limited. If you would like a nomination form you can either print from here enrolment form - 
Northern Stars Swim  or contact the school office for a copy. 
 

CAMP Australia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/187WPDtWgx82XONThQdrUcbAYt9FsL2CRFmLBw3qBLFY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/187WPDtWgx82XONThQdrUcbAYt9FsL2CRFmLBw3qBLFY/edit?tab=t.0


Food Relief 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PCYC 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Join the Choir 

 

 
 
 



 
Naidoc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



AFL School Holiday Program 

 
School Holidays Sorted 
Looking for a fun, active, and engaging way to keep your 
child entertained these school holidays? AFL School 
Holiday Programs are the perfect solution! 
Illawarra North Holiday Programs running Tuesdays July 
8th and July 15th 9:00am - 3:00pm at North Dalton Park 
● Fun and Active -  Off screens and running free - fresh 

air, muddy knees and big smiles are part of the package 
● Inclusive for All - AFL Play Welcomes every kid to have 

fun and play their way - at their own pace, in their own 
style 

● Build Friendships - Play, laugh, and make lifelong 
friends - that's what footy is all about 

● Flexible -  No pressure, just simple, un-serious fun to 
get kids active and outside, and playing their way 

● Out of the Way -  Keep them entertained these school 
holidays while you stay on top of your schedule! 

● Hone Your Skills -  Refine their skills to support their footy journey 
● Off Screens into the Outdoors -  Less screen time more playtime 
 
Click here to register for Auskick (4-7 Year olds) 
Click here to register for Superkick (8-12 Year olds) 
 
Healthy Cities Australia 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F5bce76&data=05%7C02%7Cconiston-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C1d18b7021b7e44558dd708ddb3a6776a%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638864249775986371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZtooQn6KBe0cIG1qhnkbNUF2QRS2n2%2FhvHgpictPAgc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F5bce76&data=05%7C02%7Cconiston-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C1d18b7021b7e44558dd708ddb3a6776a%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638864249776008519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H8pZv9KdHNGhudy3jpj1cvN5behuc14NzGG%2B8pG9JQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F6d54d9&data=05%7C02%7Cconiston-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C1d18b7021b7e44558dd708ddb3a6776a%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638864249776024115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jM7DhSp4TqIaMY%2F59u%2FXUO28fwg3bpNGS%2FgaPtysxnM%3D&reserved=0


Wollongong Ready-Set-Connect 



Figtree Heights OOSH Vacation Care Program 

 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISLHD Health Promotion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


